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Kalerng: An Example of Cultural Changed+

This article is taken an Encyclopedia of Kalerng, one of the ethnic group
research series in “the Ethnic groups in Thailand” project. The Kalerng languagr is
classified as belonging to the Tai-Kadai family language. Formerly, Kalerng people
spoke a language classified under the Austro-Asiatic family, but the language has
changed from original Kalerng to Lao (Lao Language is part of the Tai-Kadai
language family). The change included other features of cultures such as
ceremonies, myths and beliefs. Though many cultural features are different from the
past, they still call themselves Kalerng. This is an example of what happens when
minority groups live among, oral are absorbed into different minority. Often they
retain only their original ethnic name and the young generation are left little heritage
to relate to.

*This paper was presented at Infernational Symposium on Cultural Diversity and the
Contemporary World, lec-lo'> November lvoos, Sun Yat-Sen University, China.

Source of Budget: the project was supported by the National Research Council of Thailand
through Mahidol University.
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Ho and Ho People in Thailand*

The Ho people are originally from China. They can be found in Myanmar,
Laos and Thailand. In Thailand, the term Ho refers to an ethnic Chinese from the
southern region of China, especially from Kunming. The Ho people used to trade in
the northern region of Thailand and they have a long history of existence in
Thailand. However, over a long period of time, the term Ho, in Thai language, was
forgotten. Since 1949, when the Communist Party took control over China, the term
Ho was again used by the Thais and the term Ho referred to members of
Guomindang (KMT). The KMT was involved in an on-going armed struggle against
the communists, and in drug trafficking in northern Thailand. The term Ho, thus,
conveys a pejorative meaning in Thai. (Such pejorative meaning can be rooted back
to the event in the 17t century when a rebellion known as Taiping Tianguo took
place in China; the rebels, after defeat by the Qing, then invaded Thai territory). At
the present, the Ho people have spread into every region of Thailand but are most
heavily located around three provinces in the north of Thailand: Chiang Mai, Chiang
Rai, and Mae Hong Son. However, their way of life is little known by people outside
their communities.

This paper aims to draw lessons from the Ho people in Thailand in order to
help build a diverse society. The paper begins with a discussion of the Ho’s people
in Thailand in two respects. Firstly, the Ho traditional way of life under the Thai
environment (i.e. a continued use of their mother tongue, Yunnanese Chinese,
which they use among themselves; learning Mandarin apart from Thai; preserving
their beliefs, especially concerning Tian (Heaven), Di (Earth), Guo (King), Qing
(Parents) and Si (Teacher), even though such beliefs have faded away in their
homeland, China). Secondly, the assimilation of the Ho ino Thai society (i.e.

* Presentation: Paper presented at the Infernational Conference for the 16" International
Congress of Congress of Anthropological and Ethnological Science (ICAES 2008), 24-26 November
2006, Sun Yat-Sen University, Gauangdong, P.R.China.

Published: Encyclopedia of Ethnic Groups in Thailand: Ho. Bangkok: Ekphimthai. 2549. (in
Thai)

Source of budget: the project was supported by the national Research Council of Thailand
through Mahidol University.
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receiving Thai education, speaking Thai, taking Thai first names and family names
and generally showing pride in being Thai).
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The Encyclopedia of Ethnic Groups in Thailand: Dara-ang (Palaung)*

The Encyclopedia of Ethnic Groups in Thailand: Dara-ang (Palaung) is an
ethnographic study of the Dara-ang or Palaung people of ban Noe-Lae, who
immigrated from Myanmar to Northern Thailand in 1984 (2527 B.E.). They live in
Noe-Lae Village, Monpin subdistrict, Fang District, Chiang Mai Province. The village
is about 6-7 kilometres north of Doi Ang-Khang, and is situated on the Thai-
Myanmar border with one military post located within the village itself on the Thai
side and a number of military posts on various mountain tops along the border on
the Myanmar side. The name “Palaung” is the name given to the people who live
scattered throughout the Shan and in southern Kachin states of Myanmar. The
Palaung in Myanmar are composed of three main groups. The group that migrated
to Ban Noe-Lae speaks the Dara-ang language of the Palaung-Wa branch of the
Mon-Khmer language family, i.e., the Austroasiatic Language family. Nowadays we
can find the majority of the Palaung people settled in Myanmar, with some in the
southern regions of China and some in Thailand.

This study provides a general introduction to the Dara-ang ways of life,
beliefs, traditions and culture. And since the village is close to the Ang-Khang Royal
Project, it is also a tourist attraction. The study also describes how the Palaung have
adapted to the new environment in Thailand as well as how they try to maintain their
customary way of living.

* Published: Encyclopedia of Ethnic Groups in Thailand: Dara-ang (Palaung). Bangkok:
Ekphimthai. 2549. (in Thai)

Source of budget: the project was supported by the national Research Council of Thailand
through Mahidol University.
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Abstract=

Cambodia and Thailand are close countries; they are related politically,
economically and culturally. Significantly, in December, 2006 will mark the 55t
anniversary of Khmer-Thai relationship. As the relationship between the two
countries is concerned, Khmer-Thai lexicon on politic, economic and culture play an
important role; it serves as a tool for human link between Khmer and Thai people,
especially for interpreters and translators who tirelessly give an interpreting and an
translation services for Khmer-Thai relationship. However, such Khmer-Thai lexicon,
in form of dictionary for instance, is rare. Recently, Institute of Language and Culture
for Rural Development, Mahidol University, Thailand had compiled a Khmer- Thai
lexicon on economics, political administration, education, culture, and the
environment. The lexicon included both conventional and newly invented
terminology; the latter have not been found in any Khmer- Thai dictionary, in
particular. Totally 14,000 lexicon were studied from the Cambodian dictionaries,
newspapers, magazines, and radio. They are arranged alphabetically based on the
Thai alphabet starting from n to &.

This article is an outcome of the compilation of the Khmer-Thai lexicon., it
reveals problems found during the compilation; the problems are involved with
language aspects (variation in Khmer spelling, misspelling, differ in writing system
between Khmer and Thai, definition of technical terms), and technical aspects (fonts
types, keyboard, computer system). This articles gives suggestions how to improve
work for a compilation of Khmer-Thai lexicon in the future.

*Presentation: Paper presented at the Sustainable Development for Peace: New
Dimensions of Friendly Cooperation in the Upper Greater Mekong Sub-Region’, 25-28 Sepfember,
2006, Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

The presentation was partially granted by Graduate School Alumni Mahidol University and
partially granted by Institute of Language and Culfure for Rural Develop ment, Mahidol University.
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