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THE AOSPHERE in Chiahg Mai's Ban Mai Nong Bua School kindergarten class, which uses children's mother tongue as a

language of instruction. The teacher speaks Yunnanese with the kids, encouraging them to talk about scenes familiar to them.

Ethnic minority children enjoy greater educaticnal success and cultural
benefits from early native language instruction, researchers tell conference

PREMYUDA BOGNROJ
THENATTON

he use of mother tongues -
I native languages - in early
childhood  education has
boosted youngsters' confidence and
academic performance, according to
studies presented at an internation-
al conference last week in Bangkok.
It has also helped conserve ethnic
languages, nnd restored pride and
identity tor minority people, while
helping to boost their access to the
fruits of development, the studies
found.
The importance of mother
tongues was emphasised at a forum
on Language, Education and the
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Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs), as they are a key tactor for
education and the success of other
development efforts.

A professor at the School of Child
and Youth Careat Canada’s University
of Victoria, Dr Jessica Ball, said that
up to 50 per cent of 6,000 languages
currently spoken around the world
would be gone by 2100.

"Onewaytoachieveequityinedu-
cation, opportunities and [ the goal
of ] BEducation For All, as well as to
counterlinguistic and cultural loss is
to deliver early childhood education
and primary education through
mother tongues,” she said.

Various studies presented at the
conference reaffirmed this.

Linguistic  expert  Siripen
Ungsitipoonporn, from Mahidol
University's Resecarch Institute for
Languages and Cultures of Asia, and
Chiang Mais Ban Mai Nong Bua
schoulteacher Kanyapak Art-han
presented details about the success of
using mothertongues asamediumofl
instruction to teach Yannanese chil-
dren. They said children’s academic
performances were rather low when
they weren't familiar with acadernic
Thai used in the elassroom.

Children of Yunnanese-Chinese

descent at Ban Mai Nong Bua School
were no exception. Trying to use the
children’s first language, Yunnanese
Chinese, as a medium of instruction
from kindergarten 1 onwards, the
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school found they had no qualified
teacherswhocould speak Yunnanese,
so teaching assistants who speak that
language were trained to leach the
children.

Although the project ounly started
inthe firstsemester of 2010, thehome
room Thaiteacher Kanyapakand her
assistant working in an experimental
KG1elassroom saw thatthe children'’s
behaviour had changed for the het-
ter. Theéy were not afraid to come to
school or express themselves as they
had confidence in theirlanguage that
their teachers also used, Kanyapak
said. The kids also enjoyed learning
and participating in class activities.

KIDS MORE EAGER TO LEARN

Older siblings of the students
under this project also accepted their
younger brothers/sisters’ positive
change and even volunteered to pre-
pare teaching materials for the proj-
ects, she said. The parents, who at
first were worried their kids would
face difficulty eatching up with peers
in reading and writing Thai, also
responded pogitively after seeing their
kids more eager to Jearn and talk to
themalotabout whattheyhadlearnt,
she said. Although the school lacks
budget and resources, they weren't
discouraged and carried on the proj-
ect the best they could, she said.

Meanwhile, Save the Children
coordinator Bonna Duron presented
her group’s work in piloting Mother
Tongue-Based Muttilingual
Education since 2007 in Mindanao's
South Cotabato and Sultan Kudarat
provinces — where are at least three
languages spoken - Tholi, lionggo
and Maguindanaoan.

The Philippine educational sys-
tem emphasised Englishand Filipino
as the languages of instruction and

textbooks, regardless ofachild’s back-
ground, she explained. But a policy
shift in 2009 opened the door for

mother tongue based instruction in
early primary years, ‘

To put the policy into action for
kids nationwide, the agency in
February 2009 also conducted pre-
liminary activities including a form-
ative research on language percep-
tion and use in communities, a for-
mation of Language Advisory
Committees at the regional /commu-
nitylevelsand otheractivities to raise
awarenessand prepare comumunities.
They organised teacher training on
curriculum adaptation and materials
development, as well as making “cul-
turally-appropriate” teaching mate-
rials such as alphabet primers, alpha-
betcharts and books in the three lan-
guages.

In Cambodia, a study on ethnic
Cham childrenin Kampong Cham by
Save the Children Sweden and the
Kampuchean Action for Primary
Education (KAPE) was presented by
KAPE official Kurt Bredenburg.

Thestudy revealed Cham people's
complex attitudes towards main-
strearn Cambodian society as they
wanted to blend in rather than being
seen as an ethnic minority or as
Islamic Khmers. Buttheyoften chose
not to live in Khimer villages and not
tospeak Khmerastheir firstlanguage.

Since the Cham language and
Islam weren't available in state
schools, an Islamic school system
emerged to run in parallel. So most
kids attended state schools in the
morning and early afternoon, then
went to the Islamic schools in late
afternoon or weekend, the study
found.

KAPESs “Minority Outreach in
Education” pilot project, has been
implemented for two years, to try to
increase educational relevance for

populations with a large number of

Cham and work towards universal
primary education.

InfoQuest Limited 888/178 Ploenchit Rd., 17th Fl. Mahatun Plaza Bldg., Lumpini, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330
Tel. 0-2253-5000, 0-2651-4700 Fax. 0-2253-5001, 0-2651-4701 Email: help@ignewsclip.com

Page: 2/2




