SEDANG ANIMAL FOLK TAXONOMY

Kenneth D. Smith

A fundamental aspect of the ethnoscience of any culture is the
set of 'emic' categories into which a people divide their world. This
paper summarizes initial fmciings in the area of animal taxonomy in

the world view of the Sedang.
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Detailed Taxonomy
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Sedang Animal Folk Taxonomy

All things which live on the "back"
of the earth

People

Animals

Domestic animals
Four legged
Water buffalo
Horse
Cow
Black cow
Red cow
?
Black & White cow
Pig
Gray pig
White pig
Black pig
Black & white pig
Goat
Dog
Cat
Winged
Chicken family
Chicken
Duck family
Duck
Goose
Duck
Turkey ('elephant chicken')
Pigeon

White rabbit (raised by Vietnamese)

Jungle animals
Four legged animals
Big
Deer family
Big
Deer
Mountain goat
Small
Barking deer
Mouse deer ?
Wild pig, boar
Gray boar
Black boar
Tiger family
man-eating tiger, 'people
tiger'.
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(2) K14 honan
(3) K14 tréang
(4) K1a chem
(5) K14 honian
d. Rui
(1) Rui kondu: rui pol4
(2) Rui kodrai
e. Khu kopdu kong

(1) Mem: kopdu prai: kopou kong

(2) Krii: ro kong
(3) Kopé
(4) Romé
f. Rotam/rokdu
g. Ché prai
2. Tosin
a. Khu to
(1) Kén
(a) Kon khéi (kddrai)
(b) Kén prang (kondu)
(2) Hva
(a) Hv4 réang chéang
(b) HvA ...
(3) To
(a) To téa

(b) To ngo
(c) To lai
(d) To krida
b. Khu imi
(1) Ima
(2) Kotbu

A
c. Monhou

(1) Monh8u pah
(2) Monh6u
d. Prou

(1) Prou da
(2) Prou chu
e. Khu kochiak
(1) Kochiak ropb
(2) Kochiak kea
(3) Kochiak kroi
(4) Kochiak kldi
(5) Kochiak mie

f. Chéa: chfa: mé6 kong
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Large tiger
Leopard
Small tiger
?

Elephant
Male elephant (with tusks)
Female elephant (no tusks)
Wild water buffalo family
Gaur ; mem white horns;
kopou kong black horns
wild cow™
Small buffalo

Rhinoceros
Bear
Wolf, 'wild dog'
Small

Monkey family
Spider monkey
Red monkey (female)
Black monkey (male)
Gibbon ?; marmoset ?
White eared gibbon
Long tailed gibbon
Monkey .
Long dog-like tailed
monkey
'Stump’' tailed monkey
Very small monkey
Monkey, lives alone
Porcupine family
Porcupine (no smell)
?, quills on tail, smells
like pine trees
Armadillo (or VN con té té
pangolin ?)
'Snake' armadillo (long)
Armadillo (big)
? (eats worms, nose like
rokai wild pig)
77, dog-like skin
?, pig-like skin
Fox family
Big fox
Small fox
?
Small fox like kldi rat
Fox, with mie white spot
on forehead
Wild cat
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g. Kopal

1) Kopa1

(2) chpal chak
h. KosOng

i. Khu kona1
(1) Khu kondi ai tfng
(a) Khu kondi ting af sak
/1/ Prda
/2/ Kréi
/a/ Dréi kochd
/b/ Kréi tuam/kosa
/3/ Kosodi
/a/ Kosdi poak/kloh
/b/ Kosbi te téng: kosdi
tek té
/c/ Kos01 au
/d/ K1a1
(b) Khu konai ting 6h ta af sak
/1/ Sak ting
/2/ Konot
/3/ Koché
/4/ Chok
/a/ Chok po-o
/o/ Chok tréang
/5/ Konai
/a/ Konéi ra1
/b/Konai béng
/c/ Konél chiak
/d/ Konal koso
/e/ Konal koténg
/f/ Konai kotau
/g/ Koni koséa/kosia
/h/ Konai nhia
/i/ Konai priat tuam

/j/ Kondi hmeng
/k/ KonAi chok
(2) Khu konai oh ta af ting, af
mona
(a) Totia
(b) Totda
(c) Ko'dd
j. Khu kiki
(1) Kiki
(a) Kiki chd
(b) Kiki
(c) Kiki hodreng
(2) Kokai/tokai

Sedang Animal Folk Taxonomy

Rabbit
Rabbit
Rabbit ?
?, eats 1eaves smaller than
chéa wild cat
Rat family
Rats with tails
Squirrels (tails have ha1r)
Squirrel (VN: con séc)
Squirrel (VN: con g&c)

?, like klél
,,

Squirrel
?
?, small

?, large
?, smaller than kosdi
Rats (tails without hair)
Rat (lives in bamboo)
Small rat
Very small rat
Shrew
Big 'bamboo' shrew
Shrew
Rat
Large rat
Large rat
Large 'field' rat
Medium sized rat
Medium-sized rat
Rat
Rat (eats corn, rice)
Small rat
'Ripe banana' rat
(reddish hair)
Black rat
Rat, like chok
Rats without tails, with wings,
flying squirrels
Large flying squirrel
Small flying squirrel
Small flying squirrel
Tick family
Ticks
Big black 'dog' tick
Small gray tick
Red tick
Large red & black tick
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(3) Susiu

B. Hodrdang af péa to chéang,

ai mona hi

1. Kan

a. Vang vak

b. Krek kreng
(1) Kreng &éa
(2) Kreng ma

c¢. Khu kléang
(1) Kléang
(a) Kléang modréng
(0) Jadane 228
(d) Kléang re
( A ~
e) Klgang ngo/ngoa
(f) Klgang ka
(g) Kleang podrai
(h) Kléang klua
(i

) Kléang kokéng: Kl.

£k6ng kéng
(j) Kleang vung
(k) Kléang k4i

(1) Kléang tolot

(m) Kléang hu hu: Kl.
dung dut

(n) Kléang pi riu
(o) Kléang nga
(2) Kri
(3) Tréng
d. Kolit
2. Kudn
a. Khu dang
(1) Oapg
(a) Oang chia
(b) Qangkocha
(c) Oang hodrii
(d) Oang plom
(2) Plo
(3) Sot
(4) Kodrua
(5) Susd
(a) Susg kodo
(b) Susa
(6) Ngi
(a) Ngu kdan
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Little tick

Fowl (having two legs and

wings)
Big
Long beaked black bird
Long beaked bird
Black bird
'Eye' bird, yellow &
white under wings
Eagles and hawks
Hawk
Large high flying hawk
Large gray hawk
Black hawk
Black hawk
Black 'mountain' hawk
Black fish-eating hawk
Large black hawk
P

Hawk (calls "kéng kéng
at night)
Large hawk
Hawk (hair resembles
horns)
Hawk (calls "tot to tot
tot")
'Hu hlt hawk (calls ""hu
hu", seen flying at full
moon)
Hawk (calls "pek Pi viu"')
Hawk (calls "ngé6 nged")
Vulture
?
?
Small
Bees and wasps
Wasps
Gray wasp
Rare red wasp
Wasp
Wasp (blind in daytime)
?

Bee (has honey)
?, (has honey)
?

?
?
?, (has honey)
?, b-inches long
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(b) Ngu kochoi doah
(7 Hleang

(a) Hleang kau

() Hlea.ng réang

(c) Hleang tuam

(a) Hlea.ng rui

(e) Hleang chiak

(f) Hléang komro1

(g) Hléang mongéang
(8) Homui

(a) Homui cho

(b) Homui hodrea

(¢) Homui hla

b. Khu chem

(1) Chem

(a) Chem poleo

/1/ Chem poleo tring

/2/ Chem pol&d tum kr{:

chem poléo 'méa
(b) Chem tokréi
(c) Chem poleng
/1/ Chem poleng-kosai

/2/ Chem poleng pung
(d) Chem chu chud
(e) Chem ti

(f) Chem ko-&i
(g) Chem pet
(h) Chem ch1
(i) Chem hing
(j) Chem toklek

(k) Chem chéng: chem tré:

chem kuat
(1) Chem chdk
(m) Chem pot

/1/ Chem tondng
/2/ Chem pot triat
/3/ Chem pot kolok

(n) Chem: ch01
(o) Chem eang

(p) Chem hlum

/1/ Chem hlum krdang

Sedang Animal Folk Taxonomy

?, 12-inches long
?, (has honey)
?

?, red
?
?, the "queen' ;'elephant'
?, 'field’
?
?
?
? y 'dOg'
?
?, 'leaf'
Family of birds
Birds
Bulbuls
Blue-eyed Bulbul
Red-whiskered Bulbul

Brown bird
Blue bird
Lesser Racket-tailed
Drongo
?
Brown bird
Greater Brown Wren
Warbler
Black bird
Brown bird
Red bird
Black & white bird
Blue bird
Parrot

Blue bird
Blue bird (one khu be-
cause feathers and
beak are similar)
?
?, big
?, small, calls "tok
korok, tok korok"
Brown bird, 'deer'
?, female yellow, male
red
Deep Blue Kingfisher
and/or Banded King-
fisher
Stork-billed Kingfisher
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/2/-Chem hlum

(@) Chem chuing
(r) Chem sa rotdng
(s) Chem roéa priat

(t) Chem de
(u) Khu chem kéo
/1/ Chem hau

/2/ Chem kébd .
/3/ Chem k&b hodrou
(v) Chem hngéi: chem hui

(w) Chem srdi po-6
(x) Khu chem rong
/1/ Chem torau

/2/ Chem rong
(y) Chem ka pdm
(z) Chem hodua
(2) fprai

(3) Totrau
(a) Totrau ngo

(b) Totrau poleng
(4) Khu pu-uk
(a) Kodi
(b) Pu-uk

(5) Huhé
(a) U-ut
(b) Huhé

(6) Khu rota
(a) Rokie
(b) Rota
(c) Pling

(7) E-8éa

(8) Prui

(9) Posdm

(a) Posdm pdi
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(stays by big river)
?, small, stays by
small river)
Hill Myna
Common Shama
Little Spiderhunter,
'banana blossom'
o
?,
?, white, calls "pohau
pohau pohau"
Calls "Kau kau kau"
>

'House' bird, calls "i-iu
i-iu  i-iu"

?

?

?-, has up to ten babies
at a time, lives in
wood

?, large, 3-5 babies,
lives in nest

?, 'eats potatoes', sleeps

in houses
?, walks like crippled
kopa
Red Junglefowl, 'wild
chicken'

Pigeon, dove
Spotted-necked Dove,
'mountain pigeon’
Eastern Turtle Dove
?, no nest
?, black legs
?, white legs
?, calls "ku ku ku ku"
?, small, red
?, big, khaki, like tiger
Cockatoo ?, red beak
?, small
Slaty -headed Parakeet
Py

Black crow

Gray bird ,

Imperial Pheasant and/or
Diard's Fire-Backed
Pheasant
Pheasant, with rooster

tail
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(b) Posdm 18ang bok

(c) Posam hl4 kré
(10) Chung vung

(11) Hné

(12) Kobu
(a) Kob8u au
(b) Kob8u poléd

(13) Jang

(14) Kotéi
(15) Rei

(a) Réi au

(b) R&i tosin troh
(16) Khu vék

(a) Prbi

(b) Proi
(c) Vek
(17) Totréi

(18) Koméa
(19) Toténg
c. Khu kotén

(1) Koton
(a) Kotbn Kloh
(b) Kotdn kondi
(c) Kotdn kosbi
(d) Kotén (te)
(e) Kotbén honan
(f) Kotén tréng

(2) Hmie

(3) Pung pdh

C. Hodroang af 6 to chéang,

af mon4 ha
1. Khu hodré

Hodré ileh
Hodro momot
Hodro reang pia
Hodr$ kochf
Hodr§ i 'nha

O Q0T
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Pheasant
Pheasant
Gray Peacock Pheasant
and/or Germain's Pea-
cock Pheasant
Wedge -tailed Green Pig-
eon
Blue bird
?, big
?, blue
Pink-necked Green Pig-
eon
- Gray bird
?, black body, black &
white neck
?, big
?, little
Owl family
?, dumb, only bird that
doesn't resist capture
?, smaller than proi
2
Golden-backed Three-toed
Woodpecker and/or Green
Magpie
Hoopoe
?, eats sot bees
Bat family
Bats
Small bat, many ears
'Rat' bat
Big bat
Bat
Small bat
'Eggplant’ bat
?, small, lives in bamboo,
10-20 off spring
?, small, lives in bamboo,
2-3 offspring

Six -legged, winged insects

Cricket family (or cicada (VN:

con ve),chirps Jan. -Apr.
Cricket, "i leh i leh"
Cricket, big, "mot mot mot"
Cricket, "nheng nheng nheng"
Cricket, Ilves in kochf tree
Cricket, "i nha i nha™
(Nymph state is called
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2. Khu ua
a. Ka pian
1) Trltrou
2) Ma
3) Hmeng
4) Mui
(a) Mui tring
(b) Mui
(5) Khu hloi
(a) Hloi kopdu
(b) Achda

(c)
(6) Kolit

(
(
(
(

b. Ohta ka pian
(1) Khu r01
(a) R01 vang
(b) R8i ngiat
(c) K14 roi

3. Khu tung ngdng
a. Tung ngdng
b. Ku kreh
c. Chu chi/chie
d. Hodrang

4. Khu (pu) priam
a. (Pu) priam
b. Chu chiu
5. Khu alep
a. Alep
(1) Alep kléng po

(2) Alep kléang
b. Kréi
c. Sik sf

(1) Sik s{

(2) sik s1 véi: si kliu
(3) Sik sf ngéah
d. P6 ri chdu
6. Khu pupé
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hodrd sda)
Family of 'Ttchy" creatures
Those which bite us

Mosquito

?, tiny

?, tiny

?, tiny
?

?

Tsetse-like fly
'Buffalo' tsetse-like fly
Tsetse-like fly, bites

people and cows

?, fly -like, but bites
people
Those which don't bite us
Family of flies
Big fly
'Blue’ fly
'Tiger fly', eats other
flies
? family, gives birth to tren
worms
? black its larva is tren
oi tung tonéi
?, red; its larva is tren
khéi
?, gray; 3 its larva is tren 6i
tung 16ang, twig girdler 7°
?, eats bamboo shoots; its
larva is konau
Beetle family
Beetle
Small beetle (eats wood)
Grasshopper family
Grasshopper
'Bamboo section' grass-
hopper

Locust, 'hawk' grasshopper
?

o
?, small, some blue,
some red
?, small and blue
?, blue
Praying mantis
Butterfly family (nymph stage
is khu hodrong worm family)
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a. Pupé

b. Réa

c. Tek téi
7. Khu sing song

a. Sing song
b. Sing song kian

8. Khu apléa
a. Apléa kok
b. Apléa kuin
c. Pram
D. Hodrdang af hen to chéang

1. Khu tren
. Konau

. Tren l}héi B
. Tren 0i tung 10ang

oo

d. Tren 6i tung tonéi
2. Kodéa
a. Nai hun
b. Kodea
3. Kik{
4. Toléi
5. Hodrong

a. Hodrong loang kong
b. Khu hodrong ila

(1) Titdu P
c. Hodrong pupea
d. Hodrong rong4
e. Hodrong priat
6. Tri4n

E. Khu pah
1. Pah

Sedang Animal Folk Taxonomy

Butterfly (nymph: hodrong)
?, (nymph: tridn)
?, (nymph: hodrong worm)
Dragonfly family (nymph: khu
amdk/mok)
Dragonfly (nymph: mok kan)
Small dragonfly (nymph:
mok kuan)
? family
?, large
? , small
?
Many -legged creatures (worms
and caterpillars)
?, larva of khu tung ngbng
fam11y, edible
?, larva of hodrang
? , 'red', larva of kru kreh
?, 'lives in tree', Tarva of
chu chi/chie
?, "lives in earth', larva of
tung ngbng
? (lives in earth, edible)
?, large, larva of pong 16ng
?, small, larva of pong loi
? (like a snail without its shell),
inedible, lives in bamboo
holes)
Land snail (with shell), calls
"klek klek klek"
Caterpillar, larva of pupé
butterfly
'Jungle tree' caterpillar
"Thorny' caterpillar family
(if one steps on the ila
thorns he may be sick
1-2 weeks)
?

? (elephants and crows die
from eating these on
leaves)

'‘Sesame’ caterpﬂlar (eats

sesame)

'Banana’ caterpillar (eats

banana leaves)
?, larva of réa (edible, lives
“in bamboo)
Snake family
Snakes (no legs)
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a. Pah kan
(1) Pah pl4n
(2) Pah tomdi
(3) Pah tu
(4) Pah sd: kia niak
b. Pah kuin
(1) Pah rai
(2) Pah poh
(3) Pah mud/mul
(4) Pah k4
(5) Pah ting lie
(6) Pah (poe) ronau (kodrai)
(7) Pah suseang (konbu)
(8) Pah hodrea
(9) Pah roving
(10) Pah plon

(11) Pah 16ang kang

(12) Pah ua rokoa
(13) Pah susoang
(14) Pah chem
(15) Pah hodd

(16) Pah pet

2. Khu bdu
a. Bou
(1) Bdu prai
(2) Bdu chéi
(3) Bou on
(4) Bou ¢ 0,
(5) Bou ting lie
(6) Bou jie polAi
b. Pou
(1) Pbu ting

(2) P6u ling
c. Tokua
d. Pang hak: pak kéi

e. Chu chia

f. Kosom

g. Kosfang téa
3. Khu kochep

a. Khu kochep pré
(1) Kochep pré bong
(2) Kochep pré pring
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Large snakes
Python
Python
Cobra
Crocodile
Small snakes
2
?
?
'Fish' snake
o
?, fatal, 'female’
?, fatal, 'male’
?, fatal
?, fatal
'Tadpole' snake, eats tad-
poles
'Spirit pole' snake, fatal,
colorful like spirit pole
o
?
'Bird' snake
?, fatal, colorful
?, fatal, 18-inch long,
1/4 inch diameter
Lizard family (four legs)
Lizard
'Wild' lizard
'Deer' lizard
'Fire' lizard, small
o
2
'Bamboo’' lizard
Lizard
'Tail' lizard, lives in
water
~ ?, lives in jungle
Chameleon (VN: Ky -nhong)
Chameleon a.nd/or gecko
(VN: con cac-ke) fed by
the chem hlum
Gecko, house lizard
?
?
Centipede family (harmful
bite)
?

?, 'white’
?, 'black'
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b. Kochep prlu
c. Kochep méang/kr{
4. Hré
III. Khu pa téa
A. Khu k4
1. Khu homang
. Blong
Rob4
Homang
Bang bal
H14 rochia
Poléd
2. Khu polim
a. Ho'ring chdng
b. Kodie
c. Rokeh
d. Poltim
3. Khu rolén
a. Rolén pok
b. Roldn préi
c. Joi
4. Khu ropong
a. Ropong re
b. Trua
c. Ropdng réang potang
d. Khu kau
(1) Kau long
(2) Kau re
(3) Kau reang potang
Ning nong: pah nang
. HlGa
. Ronf
. K4
K4 tré
Ka kriang
K4 hlé
Ka nf
. Khu ka héu
(l) Ka hou vidng
(2) Kﬁ hou
(3) K4 hbu tré
K4 potdu
. Ka p16ng
. K4 déang
. Ké prem
. Ka kau
. Ka tuam ma

~

a

X - N

O-JO W

CDQ-OU'N

o e T@
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?, red
'Night/anus' centipede
Maggot, larva
Water animals
Fish family
Catfish family
?
?
Catfish
?
'Bamboo leaf' fish
?

Eel family
'Finger' eel
?
?
?

?, big
?, 'sand’
?, small
?, large round fish
?
?
?, red tail
?
?
?
?, 'red tail’
Eel (VN: con ludn)
5 _—
?
Fish
?, big
?, big
Sy
?
? family
?, arch-backed
?, straight-backed
?, lives in rapids
?
?, big
'Garden fish'
?
?
'Red eyed fish’
Turtles (o ki rop4 'younger bro-
ther of giant turtle')
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1. Kda modring

2.

Kbéa kla

C. Ropi

D. Ket

1.

18.
19.
20.

Ket ua

. Ket lat

Ket dro ,
Ket hodré: ket bau

Ket koh
Ket tén
Ket kiki
Ket pd

Ket kda

. Ket po

. Ket Uk

. Ket hodréang
. Ket robéng

. Ket p101

. Ket chéi

16.
17.

Ket kau
Ket ka
Ket chiak
Ket péng
Ket k16

E. Siséng
F. Khu koteam

1.
2.
3.

4. Kotéam chbu: kotéam ngo

5.

Koteam pr1u
Kotéam ki
Kotéam réa

Asré

G. Khu plon

DN —

Plon ok/dih

Plon tung/tong pluak

Plon séng

Plon téng 'néng
Plon éa

Plon 'nhia: plon hé

H. Khu mdk/ amo6k

1.
2.
3.
4.

Mok kan
Mok kuin
Hléng tudn
Yuan
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Small turtle
Large 'tiger’' turtle
Giant turtle (nhong ki kda
'older brother of turtle')
Frog
?, larva is plon 'nhia tadpole
, larva is plon tong/tung
pluak tadpole
, larva is plon €a tadpole
'Rice' frog, larva is plon séng,
lives in field
?, larva is plon dih tadpole
?, larva is plon téng 'néng
? .
?
'Turtle' frog
o

?
?
?
'Gourd' frog
2

?

?

'Field' frog, lives in water
'Shooting' frog

>

Shrimp
Crab family
?, big black and red
'Fish' crab, big black
?, red
'Mountain' crab, red, makes
holes and lives in mountains
?
Tadpole family (larva of ket
frogs)
?, larva of ket koh frog
2 , larva of ket Tat, but comes
itself from ket uk (?)
?, larva of ket bau; ket hodre
?, larva of ket téng ™~
?, larva of ket hodro
?, larva of ket 5
?, larva of smg song dragonfly
‘? , large
'7 larva of sing sdong ku4n
2 , 'ear'
o
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5. Hodrode
I. Khu kopéu
1. Hojud
2. Krot
3. Kopau
J. Khu apléa
1. Koté phai
2. Apléa
3. Khia téa
4. Hné téa
IV. Khu 6i tung tonéi
A. Khu hmui
1. Khu hmui 8h ta af mona
a. Hmui
(1) Hmui hodré&i
(2) Hmui hodr6u
(3) Hmui tin
(4) Hmui pok
(5) Hmui chdu

b. Tokén

c. Komd

d. Mongau
e. Mongéang

(1) Mog;g’;:ang {
(2) Mongéang
f. Komua

g. Kodf
2. Khu hmui af mona
a. Khu koléa
(1) Koléa
{(2) On lo
b. Hmui dréa
c. Toko
d. Khu trdoi
(1) Troi
(2) Trdi luat
B. Khu 6a ngang,
1. Oa ngang
2. Pliam
a. Pliam rui
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?
Snail family
?
?
Snail
?, wings but doesn't fly
?, 'break rice'
o
?
?, '"Teach water!
Underground animals
Ant family
Wingless ant family
Ant
?, eats rice, earth
?, few, no "family"
5
?
'Burning' ant, lives in
nest, bites
Large red ant, lives in
anthill, bites
Termite, bites, eats
leaves and bark
?, lives in large black ant
hill, bites
?, lives in red anthills,
stings
'Chicken' ant, black
?, red
?, lives in wood, eats
wood and bamboo
°
Winged ant family
Termite family (?)
Summer fly, termite
Lightning bug
2
2
2
?, large, no wings
?, small, winged
Worms
Earthworm
Land leech
'Elephant’ leech, bites
head, arms, body, but not
legs; big, lives high up
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b. Pliam chang vang
c. Pliam
d. Pliam lopéi

e. Pliam hré
3. Rota
4. Pliu

5. Klidn

6. Tang mang
7. Préi chak
8. Lung lu

C. Khu pek peng
1. Pek peng pd
2. Pek peng kon

Pek peng or

Pek peng sie

Pek peng mongéang

Pek peng hodrea

D. Khu ko-€ak: khu pak pang
1. Pak pang

oo w

2. Ko-eéak
3. Pong loi

4. Pong long

E. Khu kojidn
1. Kojidn
2. Krua
a. Krua kléng modrong

b. Krua tonéi
3. Ng;ua
V. Khu ké 6i tung cha pian

A. Chai
1. Chai ché: chai monoh
2. Chai

B. Sro

C. Hmbe
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?, medium sized
Land leech, small
'Afraid to touch' leech,
bites
?
Water leech, bites
Water leech, enters buffalo
noses, 10-inches long
?, enters nose of person or
dog
Intestinal round worm
Small intestinal worm
?

Spider family
?, black
'Gibbon' spider, tarantula,
black and big
'Plains' spider, red
?, many colored
*Ant' spider, black with red
?, red, bites
Tumblebug family, 'dung'
Ball roller, black, eats dung
of people and animals
?, eats tree roots
?, gray, its eggs hatch into
kodéa
?, big, gray; its eggs hatch
into nai nun
Crickets (VN: con dé)
Cricket, chirps only Sept-Dec.
?

?, 'bamboo section', big
black, lives in klong
modrdng 'burned bam-
boo section'

?, 'earth', lives in earth

?
Body pests, 'those who live in
our bodies'
Head louse
Fleas, 'dog' louse
Head louse
Body louse
Bed bug (VN: con rgp)
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1.
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FOOTNOTES

The elicitation of this folk taxonomy of the animals of the Sedang
area started unexpectedly during the transciption of Sedang folk-
lore from tape recordings. After mention of chok 'shrew' and
konot 'small rat' in the text material the informant offered the
infor mation that these both belonged to the khu kondi 'rat family'.
From this kernel beginning, subsequent elicitation probed into
both lower and higher hierarchies until the present outline was
completed. The Sedang are a Mon-Khmer group of Kontum Pro-
vince in the South Viet Nam central highlands. Informants used
were Hmbu (Kon Kolo village) and Bé (Téa Rowang village);

May -June, 1969, in Kontum City.

A slash (/) is used to indicate alternate words or dialect variants.
A colon is used to indicate alternate forms involving two or more
words. Question marks indicate that appropriate English terms
are lacking and more explicit identification must await further
investigation.



